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I. 


A LETTER, containing fome Re- 
flexions upon Tragedy, 4y Father Sou- 
ciet. 


STR, 
H E Critique you were pleas‘d to fend 
me upon the Performance of Mr. 
----- was very juft, and difcover'd 


a fine Tafte; but give me Leave to fhow you 
why I think the Author has nor divd to the 
Bottom of the Subject. 

_ Tragedy fhould Reform the Manners ; efpe- 
cially a Tragedy where the Cataftrophe is Fa- 
tal, and the Hero fuffers the Punifhment due 
ro his Crime. This ought to infpire the Spe- 
€acor with an Horror for the Vice he fees re- 
prefented. But to effeé& this, it fhould make 
him apprehenfive of Suffering the Confequen- 
ces of a Crime, which he fees punifh‘d in 
the Perfon of another. Now, he is incapable 
of the Impreffion, unlefs, 1. He plainly fees 
the Vice is punifh’'d. 2. Unlefs he is forc’d to 
own, that that Vice is the very fame which he 
himfelf is guilry of. To convince him of the 
One without fhowing him the Other, would 
only flatter his Paffion with a Profpec& of Im- 
punity. And to difcover the Punifhment, with- 
out Awakening the Confcience , would only 
raife an uncertain Diflike to Vice in general, 
as difplay’d in the Character of another ; and 
confequently, he can never be prevail’d upon 
to abandon what he thinks himfelf fo much a 
Stranger to. 

Tho’ both thefe Things are abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to obtain the End of Tragedy, an Au. 
thor generally confines himfelf to the firft. He 
thinks he has fucceeded very well in his Per- 
formance, by exercifing Poetical Juftice to Of- 


fenders: And yet the Punifhment he inflicts, 
is very often liable to Mifapplication, and ve- 
ry feldom capable of making the leaft Impref- 
fion upon the Audience ; who look upon it ac 
beft as the ingenious Contrivance of a Poet's 
Fancy. As for the Second, the Poet feems to 
leave it to the SpeGator : Thus much at leatt 
is evident, that nothing now-a-days is more 
neglected , nothing perhaps fo little under- 
ftood. Nay, it is frequently reckoned amon 
the Perfections of a Piece, to make it impofli- 
ble for the Spectator to have any Conviétion 
of his Guilt. To explain my felf, I fhall ob- 
ferve from Aristotle, That “ in order to pof- 
** fefs the Minds of an Audience with Fear, 
the Orator muft make ’em perceive, that, 
** confidering the Circumftances they are in, 
“ they have juft Caufe to be apprehenfive ; 
** fince others of greater Merit have fallen in- 
* tothe Misfortunes they are threatned with. 
He muft fhow ‘em, how Perfons exad&ly 
* like themfelves, have fuffer’d Misforcunes 
** where they leaft expected them, and when 
they thought themfelves the moft fecure 
** from Danger. Let us apply this to the Re- 
prefentations of the Theatre. 3 
To be under any Apprehenfion, the Specta» 
tor muft firft believe himfelf equally Guilty, 
and as deferving of Punifhment as the Perfog 
before his Eyes. But now, Self Love does bu- 
fily interpofe , and ftrives to metamorphofe 
Vices into Virtues; at leaft fhe has the Art to 
foften and extenuate them, till by degrees they 
almoft difappear. The Poet joins in Concert 
to deceive him into an Opinion of his Inno- 
cence ; at leaft to perfuade him, that he is far 
from being upon the fame Level wich the 
Hero , and therefore can’t with any Juftice be 
involvd inthe fame Mifery. Boch carry on 
the Cheat; Self-Love diminifhes the Vices of 
the Spectator, while the Poet magnifies thofe 
of the Hero. He would have defpaird of 
Succefs,. if he had not painted him in the 
I moft 
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moft flagrant Colcurs, fet off his fubtle Turns, 
his dark Difguife , and heightned all the Rage 
and Horror of a boundlefs Paffion. Thefe I- 
mages, I confefs, wrought up by a mafterly 
Hand, can’t fail of Pleafing the Speator ; but 
will they Reform him? Quite the contrary : 
For no fooner he withdraws his Attention 
from the Play, and refleé&s upon his own 
Conduét, but he finds fo vaft a Lifproportion 
between the Errors of his Life and thofe Enor- 
mities upon which the Poet difplays his Juttice ; 
that tis no wonder he is not afraid of Suffering 
for Crimes he was never guilty of, and 
which perhaps no body in the World. ever 
was, with all that Circumftance defcribd up- 
on the Stage. This is not I, /ays be; my 
Pailions never hurry’d me fo far: I'm not that 
Cruel, Bafe, Ambitious Wretch. 

The Speétator, therefore, mutt be prefented 
with an Example, not more Criminal than he 
finds himfelf co be. He muft be convinced, in 
{pice of all che Infinuations of Self Love, that 
he is equally culpable with the Perfon he 
fees involv’d in Mifery, the natural Confe- 
quence of a Paflion like his own. With- 
out this Art of touching him with Remorfe, 
‘tis impoflible to make him Apprehenfive of 
Misfortunes, and confequently to Reform his 
Morals, 

The Poet, for inftance, introduces upon the 
Stage the Charaéter of one Cafe-harden’d in 
Impiety , a moft accomplifh’d Villain ; per- 
haps another, whofe Soul’s as black as Hell, 
a bafe , perfidious , cruel, barbarous Monfter, 
Do you think now, he can find out one among 
his Audience, who will believe himfelf plung’d 
into the fame Abyfs of Guile ? Let him ran- 
fack the Globe , chufe out the moft profligate 
Wretches breathing, then fill the Boxes, Pic 
and Galleries; ! challenge him ro fhow me 
One of all chat Crowd, who will not blefs 
himfelf, and thii.k his Soul as pure as Snow, 
a perfect Pattern of Virtue, compa.’d with ei- 
ther of thofe Charaéters. 

You fee then, why, according to 4rifotl’s 
Rule, ‘‘ He multchufe a Hero, who is not pro- 
“ perly a Criminal, bue Unfortunate; One 
‘© who is become Miferable , not by Malice, 
* but Miftake, by fuch Inadvertencies as Men 
* of Figure and Reputation are obnoxious 
~'s. 

This was the Art which thofe great Matters 
the Ancients praétis’'d to Perfection. Was Greece 
co be purg’d from Incefts , or fuch other vile 
Enormities, which overflow’d the State 2? An 
Oedipus is brought upon the Scene. Was ever 
Mortal fo feverely chaflis'd, for Errors fo par- 
donable ? Could any, in the like Cafe, be 
lefS co blame than he ? Another Irregularity to 
be redrefs'd, is the infolene Behaviour of Chil. 
dren to their Parents, who fometimes go fo far 
as to make an Attempt upon chat Life which 
firft gave them Being. By what Example now 
fhall they ftand corrected ? That of Ore/fes, and 
Alcmeon. Sis. 6 the Son of an Adulterefs, who 
became the Murderer of her Royal Husband, 
and then ufurp’d the Government, which, with 
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her own Perfon, fhe furrendred to the Plea- 
fure of the Adulterer. Alcmeon, in Obedience 
to his Father’s Commands, revengd his Blood 
upon Euriphyle, who had teen acceffary to his 
Death. ‘They both were Matricides, ‘tis true; 
but they were ina manner fore’d by the Obli- 
gation of Duty ; And as Ovid fays of the lar- 
ter, 


Ultufque parente parentem. 
Facio pius & {celeratus eodem. 


And yet for this Trangreflion , how deferving 
foever of Indulgence, they are both delivered 
up by the Gods to the Torments of the infer- 
nal Furies. 

Thyestes had betray'd a Weaknefs , of which 
there were but too many Examples: But he had 
all the Reafonin the World to hope, his Faule 
would be forgiven, or forgot. How vain his 
Hope! nor Time, nor Diftance can calm the 
Refentment of his Brother Atrews. No Tie of 
Blood, nor Voice of Nature, nor all che Hor- 
ror of a monftrous Crime, could mitigate his 
Vengeance. The Sincerity , the Confidence, 
wherewith he furrenderd himfelf to the Dif- 
cretion of his Enemy ; his profeund Submiffi- 
ons to him, could make no Impreflion upon 
ctrens 3 nothing could extinguifh or affuage his 
Fury. Ac the fight now of fuch an Example, 
what will be the Language of a Spectator, in- 
volv’d in the fame Guile as TAyeffes ? Such an 
Affront will never be forgiven. Shall I gratify 
a Paffion, which will be attended with inevita- 
ble Ruin 2 

Thefe are the Models which Writers muft 
copy after, to make their Tragedies more In- 
{tructive and Moral. Whereas the Reprefen- 
tation of fuch monftrous Charaéters , before 
taken Notice of, have no tendency to refine the 
Paffions, can make no Impreflion upon any, 
but thofe who have a Refemblance to ’em ; 
that is to fay, fuch a Tragedy can never be 
ferviceable to any, but fuch Spedtators as are 
never prefent, are no where to be found, per- 
haps were never yet in Being ; to Monfters, 
which Nature only forms by one at a time, and 
that in the compafs of many Ages. Glorious 
Advantage to a Commonwealth! Can human 
Society then be purg’d from nothing but fuch 
outrageous Crimes ? No doube it may ; and 
according to the Syftem of the Ancients, Tra- 
gedy was ferviceable to the Audience, who 
daily frequented the Theatie, to fuch as by 
their continual Irregularities and Vices difturb’d 
the Order of Human Society. They touch’d 
‘em with Remorfe, and mace them own, 1am 
asbad, or rather worfe than he: If his Crime 
is punifh’d fo feverely, how fad will be my 
Fare ? Put che Poet perhaps will obje@, chat he 
paints after the Life, that he can’c foften the 
Vices of his Hero, without changing his Ch2- 
racter ; and to fhock the Audience, who know 
how he flands defcrib’d in Hiftory , would be 
directly contrary to Horace’s R¥le, 

<iut famam fequere, aut fibi convenientia fi gt, 


Seriptor. 
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If fo, let him lay afide the Subje@ and chufe 


another; for this will never do. But then you 
urge, the Subjects for Tragedy will be ftrange. 
ly reduc’d ; according to this Eftablifhment, 
how few will pafs Multer upon the Stage ? Pray 
don’t miftake, it is noc I, but Reafon and good 
Senfe, chat make the Limitation: ’Iis Experi- 
ence, and the Maxims of Ariffotle, taken from 
the bett Poets of his time. He informs us in 
the 13th Chap. of his Art of Poetry , that the 
firft Writers of Tragedy cook a greater Lati- 
tude, but as Time and Reflexion improv d their 
Tatte, they confin’d themfelves to a {mall num- 
ber of Families to furnifh ouc Subjeéts proper 
for Tragedy. And how many of thofe do you 
think he allows ? Why, notwith{tanding the 
great Compafs which the Fable affords, they 
don’t amount to above five or fix ; and what's 
very Remarkable, they are all within the Rules I 
am pleading for. <Alcmecn, Oedipus , Oresies , 
Thyeffes, which I have already mention’d. Me- 
Jeager, who was brought to Death by his own 
Mother, for having in the firft Sallies of his 
Paffion reveng’d an Affrone , he had received 
from his Two Uncles. The laft is Telephus, 
who was wounded fighting for his Counrrey, 
and che Intereft of his Allies. Not thac 1 am 
for copying the Ancients in ev’ry thing. Ido- 
latry confider'd apare, even their belt Pieces, 
are fometimes founded upon Principles of Re- 
ligion and Morality , perfe@ly incompatible 
with the Manners of our State, and the Geni- 
us of our Stage. But [ have already exceeded 
the Bounds of a Letter. 


Iam, &c. 





II. 


A LETTER concerning the Mifch- 
nah, 4y the fame Hand. 


T’s not fo eafy, Sir, as you may imagine, to 
fatisfy your Curiofity,by giving you a com- 
pleat Notion of the Mi/chnah printed in Hol- 
land under the Direction of Mr. Surenbufius, 
concerning which you complain, Tisac the 
Journalifts leave you entirely in the Dark. A 
Work, Sir, containing Six Volumes in Folio, 
where ev'ry Page almoft may furnifh Matter 
for fome Obfervations, is enough to difcourage 
one from the Perufal. Befides, you know, my 
Time has been engagd by Studies of greater 
Importance and Advantage. 

However, Sir, I can’t difpence with my felf 
from obeying the repeated Inftances you make 
upon this Subje&t, which with me muft always 
have the weight of an exprefs Command. By 
good Fortune we have had the Book for fome 
time ; and now Iam in a Condition to give 
you Satisfaction. 

The swo5n, Thalmud, isa Body of the Few- 
ifh Law, or a Syf{tem of Praétical Divinity, in 
which the Duties are explained, Doubts are 
clear’d, Cafes of Confcience anfwer'd, not by 
Reafoning, but Authority, by the Cuftom of 
the Nation, and che Decifions of their ancient 
Doctors. This Thalmud you know, Sir, is 


compos’d in general of two Parts} the “éne is 
calld mown, Mifchnab, the other 3; Ge- 
mara, which alfo frequently aflimes the Namé 
of Thalmud, from that common 'to-the whole 
Work. Mr. Surenbufius has only- printed the 
Mifchnah, or Firft Part, teferving the Second 
to fome other Opportunity. © ~~ > °° 
This Thalmud {o much boafted of, ‘net only 
by the fews, but even by a great many Fadai- 
zing Chrittians, and fo flighted on the contra- 
ry by others, does not indeed defervé the ex- 
travaganctPraifes of the one fide nor the immode- 
race Contempt of the other. And to confine 
my felf co the Work before us, the AM4i/chnah is 
evidently the moft ancient Pare of the Fhalmud, 
the beft writ, the moft abounding With pood 
Senfe, the freeft from Fables and all ‘thofe ridi- 
Culous Stories which you have read in Morin, 
and fome other of our Wricers. Not that ic 
does not abound with a thoufand Things, to 
appearance little better than Trifles. ‘Twas the 
Genius of thac Nation co be {crupuloufly Exae, 
nay frequently Superititious inthe Performance 
of their Duties: And the Old and New Telta- 
ment fhow us by numerous Examples , what 
Extreams that People were capable of running 
into, and confequently that the moft extrava- 
ganc Things we find related in the Treatifes of 
the Mijchnah, are far from being incredible. 
However, there are an infinice Number of 
Paflages, and fometimes entire Treatifes ; full 
of Reafoning and good Senfe.. The Perk Avoth 
deferves this Charaéer throughour, and ton- 
tains a great many curious and moral Subje@s, 
which are handled with fomuch il and fags 
ment, as would contribute to che Réputation of 
thofe, who look with fcorn upon any Produ- 
ction of the Fews. ty: nla 
Tis true, Wit , Eloquence, and ‘Sublime ;} 
we are not toexpect. The Fewi/y Writets ne. 
ver ftudied to pleafe by the Turn, elie Delicae 
cy or the Loftinefs of their ‘Thoughts ; their 
Books are far from being Models in che ‘Art of 
Speaking or Writing well, © 0 0 | 
The Principal Advantage-‘of this AY ork is to 
relate and explain the Opinions; Mannéts, Cu- 
{toms, Laws , Ceremonies, and Supertftitions 
of the fewifh Nation, in order chiefly to-give 
us a right Underftanding of the Scriptures, botua 
of the Old and New Teftament, -Fer to ex- 
plain the Manner how a Piecept was. put, in 
practife, oft times fhows the Meaning. of, the 
Termsin which that Precept.is expretsd,antch. 
betrer than all the Commentaries ‘of the mott 
skilful Interpreters. b «SOS ee ba 
Befides, thefe Authors having, réfided’ in_the 
Eaftern Countries, were much. besten acquainted’ 
than we can be, with their'\Cuftoms, Aris;;and 
Manners which are néceffary to be'Kiiown, “in 
order to a right Underftanding ‘of, many ob-; 
fcure Pafflages in the Sacred, Writingsyo.n ods 2° w 
In a Word, the Mifchnah makesthe fame Fi-- 
gure in the Thalmud, as the Digefs do ‘in the 
Body of the Romun-Law} That ‘is to fay, a 
Compilation of the-Decifions made by their 
Ancient Doéors, the Explanations they gave 


to the Laws of Mof's, the Duties of the Fews, 


and their Opinions upon the different Cafes 
that might happen. The 
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The Name of AMifchnab , in Hebrew WO, 

fhews the Value the ews have for this rr 
lation, and fignifies in ftrid Propriety “*+7#°"*, 
or Second Law ; as if by fuch a Title they in- 
tended.that this-Colleétion has the fame Autho- 
rity withthe Books of Mofes ; and that if the 
Pentateuch was the firft Law, the Mifchnah is 
the Second. bs 

This Hebrew Digeft was compil’d by the Fa- 
mous Rabbi Fuda, firnam’d the Holy, the Pée- 
nix of his Age , fays Maimonides : He liv'd ac- 
cording to the Chronology of the fews, in the 
Year of the World 3910, being about the mid- 
dle of the Second Gentuty, under the Empe- 
ror Antoninus: And if we may believe David 
Gantz, ,.and-Rabbi Sevira Gaon , he made this 
Colledtion in the Year of the World 3978. 
i. ¢. d. D. 218, 148 Years after the Deftruction 
of the Temple. Ifyou will take their Word, 
he wasaflifted by Divine Infpiration ; and eve- 
ry thing appear’d marvelous in the Execution 
of his Delign. 

He divided the Work into Six Parts, which 
the Fews call [70 Overs. M. Surenhufius bas 
followed that Method, by Dividing his Edition 
into Six Tomes; each of which contain a Se- 
der, or Order of the Mifchnab; and he has 
furnifh’d the Reader with all the Advantages 
neceflary to make this Work underftood ; with 
this View. 1. He always joins a Latin Tran- 
flation to the Hebrew Text of the Mifchnah. 2. 
He gives us che Latin Tranflation of the Com- 
mentaries of Rabbi Adofes, Son of Maiemon, 
and Ry b)i Abdias, Two of the greateft Efteem 
among the Fews, 3. fle adds the Works and 
Notes of ..che. Learned , who for thefe Two 
Ages have, writ upon any ‘part of the MMi/cé- 
nab: And at laft he gives his own Obfervati- 
ons. The Work therefore contains Five or Six 
different. Parts; which, to avoid all manner of 
Confufion, he has ranged in the following 
Order, The Text and the Latin lye in Two 
Columns, the.Hebrew on the Lefe , and the 
Tranflation on the Right, with refpedt to the 
Reader. Underneath this Double Text are 
placd in Two Columns alfo the Commentaries 

of the Two Rabbins abovementioned , in La- 
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 ROSTOCK im Germany, 
M Charles. Arndius is, preparing a very large Work, 
‘concerning the 


iftory of Literature. It is di- 
vided ‘into’ rz Parts. I. Containing the Hiftory of Sci- 
ences.in.general. IL Abridgments of the Lives of rhe 
moft Celebrated Authors. III. The Hiftory of all Reli- 
gions. IV. The Origin and Progrefs of Civil Law, 
Phyfick, Philofophy , Hiftory, Poetry , and Philology. 
V. Modern Difcoveries in Natural Philofophy and Ma- 
thematicks. Wf. The Hiftory of all the Univerfities or 
Colleges, from thofe fuppofed to be founded by the 
Caldeans. VIL A Catal ne of all che Libraries , cc. 
VUE. The Hiftory of all the Academies that have been, 
with the prefent State of thofe which now fubfit. The 
other Parts are defign’d for-Hieroglyphicks , Numbers, 
Heraldry, &c. 


Syftema Scientia Literarie Hiftorico-pragmaticum. 
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tin only , that of R. 4bdias under the Hebrew, 
and that of R. Aftefes under the Tranflation of 
the Text. Then fellow the Notes of the Learn- 
ed Moderns, and thofe of the Editor, Bur 
the Tranflation of the Hebrew Text is not ale 
ways done by M.Surembhufins. Mr.Guife has tran- 
flated almoft all the Firft; Sebafian Schmid, 
formerly Profeflor of Divinity at Strasburg, 
has done near one Third Part of the Second - 
Robert Sheringham, of Cambridge , and others, 
have furnifh’d the Verfion of feveral Treatifes 
in the Third : Conftentine /’ Empereur,and others, 
a great parc of the Fourth. In the Fifth Tome, 
M. Arnold has tranflated the Thamid, and 7’ Em- 
perewy the Treatife concerning the Meafures 
of the Temple ; accompany d with very Learned 
Obfervations. The Sixth is entirely by M. Su- 
renbufius. Thefe Verfions are generally ar. 
tended with Notes by the refpedtive Authors : 
So that this Edition contains almoft all the 
Works, which, for Two Centuries, have been 
writ upon the Mifehaah. Every Tome concludes 
with Three Tables: he Firft for the Texts of 
Scripture ; The Second for the Hebrew Words 
and Phrafes, explain’d by the Rabbins; And 
the Third, in Latin, is a Table of Matter for 
the whole Work. The Patrons, which our Au- 
thor has chofe, are Perfons of the moft Diftin- 
guifh’d Character. The Firft Volume is dedi- 
cated to the Confuls of Am/ferdam ; The Second 
to the Great Duke of Tu/cany ; TheThirdtoCar- 
dinal de Medics ; The Fourth to the Magiftrates 
of Groningen ; The Fifth tc the Univerfity of 
Leyden ; And the Laft to Robert Harley, Efq; 

This, Sir, is the beft Account I can give you 
of the Edition of the Adi/chuah, printed at Am- 
frerdam. I have nothing more to add but the 
Title, which runs thus : 


MISCHNA, five totius Hebreorum, Furis, 
Rituum, Antiquitatum , ac Legum Oralium 
Syftema, cum clarillimorum Rabbinorum Mai- 
monidis, €» Bartenore Commentariis inte- 
gris. Quibus accedunt Variorum Auctorum 
Note acVerfiones in eos quos ediderunt Codices. 


Latinitate donavit, ac Notis illuftravit Guil- 
liehnus Surenbufius, Cc. 





MPA LA CH APELLE. 


T HE following Epigram has been lately made upon 
the Hot Baths of this City, 


Vidit Aquilgranum, terras dum luftrat & arbe:, 
Alma Venus ; geniumyue loci mirata lacu{que, 
Hoc, dixit, locus eft baud dignior ulus amore. 
Fom valeant arcus, ignitagne [picula. Pofhac 
Unde cupidineis ineendet pe&ora fammis, 

Sic fatur, natumque vocaus, jubet ire natatum, 
Crulaque ardentem deferre in Balnea tedam. 
Exequitur mendata pucr : cum lampade: as 
Infilit, & sive Foti davai ewe wal oy 
Dum natat, alzentes cecidi: feintila per und as 
Ingalaique vadum. Liguige cont agra famme 


“= ? ¢ ) . “ A 
Senfit poftcritas. Quicungue hic lavit, amavit. 
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